
MINUTES 
CALLED l\.1EETING OF THE 

COLQUITT COUNTY BOARD OF COl.VThflSSIONERS 
TUESDAY, MARCH22, 2016 

5:00 o'clock p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 o'clock p.m. by Chairman 
Terry R. Clark. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss various county issues and to 
conduct any other county business deemed necessary. The meeting was duly called and 
advertised. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Winfred Giddens, Marc DeMott, Donna 
Herndon, Paul Nagy, Johnny Hardin, and Chairman Terry R. Clark. Also present were 
County Administrator Chas Cannon, County Attorney Lester M . Castellow, and County 
Clerk Melissa Lawson. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Luke P. Strong, Jr. 

ALSO PRESENT: Chief Compliance Officer Justin H. Cox, Road Superintendent Stan 
Kirksey, Information Systems Manager Darren Roberson, and Maintenance Superintendent 
Mac Lawson. 

BUDGET UPDATE: Mr. Putnal presented a brief review of the county's major financial 
funds, citing no major issues or concerns. 

AUDIT UPDATE: Mr. Putnal stated that the county's external auditing firm of Mauldin 
& Jenkins, LLC had recently commenced field work on the FY 14 - 15 audit. Mr. Putnal 
stated that he anticipated completion of the audit by April 30. 

At this time, Mr. Cannon reviewed upcoming budget meeting dates with the board. 

MID-MONTH REVIEW: Mr. Cannon reviewed upcoming agenda items with the 
board: 

• Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance - Mr. Cannon stated that the Invocation and 
Pledge of Allegiance would be led by Commissioner Paul Nagy. 

• Proclamation to Honor CCHS STAR Student - Mr. Cannon informed the board that 
a proclamation had been prepared to honor the scholastic achievements of Colquitt 
County High School STAR student Holly Cooper. 

• Proclamation in Honor of National Donate Life Month - Mr. Cannon informed the 
board that a request had been received from Donate Life Georgia to adopt a 
proclamation in order to raise awareness regarding the importance of organ 
donation. Mr. Cannon stated that the proclamation would deem the month of April 
as National Donate Life Month in Colquitt County. 
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• Approval of Jury Pay Increase - Mr. Cannon presented a request received from 
Lynn Purvis, Clerk of Court, regarding a potential increase in juror pay for Traverse, 
Grand Jury, and Inquest jurors. Mr. Cannon voiced his recommendation to keep the 
pay at its current level but to re-visit the issue during budget deliberations. 

• Ratification of Beadles & Balfour Contract - Mr. Cannon stated that verbal approval 
of a contract with Beadles & Balfour regarding the provision of a trailer to transport 
timber logs necessitated ratification in an open meeting. Mr. Cannon further stated 
that the contract would allow the county to transport logs to a lumber yard when 
needed. Mr. Cannon also noted that Lester Castellow, County Attorney, reviewed 
the contract and made a few minor adjustments. 

• Approval of Safety Action Program (SAP) Project List - Mr. Cannon presented a list 
of roads and improvements to be included in the upcoming Safety Action Program. 
Mr. Cannon stated that the program, of which is paid for entirely by the Georgia 
Department of Transportation (GDOT), included center line and edge striping, 
pavement markers, and signage. Mr. Cannon also noted that the mileage amount 
included in the program was twice the mileage amount of the previous year. 

At this time, Stan Kirksey, Road Superintendent, noted that GDOT could 
potentially make changes to the list, but stated that he did not anticipate any major 
adjustments. 

• Approval of Bid for Side Loading Refuse Truck - Solid Waste Department - Mr. 
Cannon presented five bids received regarding the provision of a side loading refuse 
truck to be utilized by the Solid Waste Department. Mr. Cannon stated that the low 
and recommended bid, received by Consolidated in the amount of $262,975.00, was 
inclusive of a buyback price of $170,933.75, resulting in a total cost bid of 
$92,041.25. Mr. Cannon noted that although funding for this truck would be 
included in the FY 16-1 7 fiscal budget, timelines regarding the production and 
delivery of the truck necessitated timely approval and ordering. 

• Approval of Master Detention Agreement - Mr. Cannon presented a Master 
Detention Agreement, tabled at last month's meeting, which outlined the 
responsibilities of Teramore Development regarding maintenance costs of a county 
owned detention pond located adjacent to the Publix Development. Mr. Cannon 
noted that revisions had been made to the agreement and presented an aerial map of 
the Publix development. 

• Approval of Budget Amendment - Mr. Cannon stated that needed repairs to a walk
in freezer at the County Prison would necessitate the approval of a budget 
amendment. Mr. Cannon stated that the budget amendment, in the amount of 
$15,000.00, would be prepared and presented by Wayne Putnal, Finance Director. 

• Approval of Repair Quote for Walk-In Freezer - County Prison - Mr. Cannon 
presented three quotes received regarding the provision of repairs to an existing walk-
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in freezer at the County Prison. Mr. Cannon stated that the low and recommended 
quote, in the amount of $13,300.00, was received from Russell's Service Company. 

Mac Lawson, Maintenance Superintendent, noted that the quote also included 
replacement of the freezer's evaporator and condenser lines. 

• Public Hearings - Mr. Cannon called upon Justin H. Cox, Chief Compliance 
Officer, to present two rezoning requests scheduled for the April board meeting. 

Rezoning Request #1- Mr. Cox presented the first rezoning request to rezone property 
located at 3390 Sumner Road from AG to C-2 in order to facilitate a used car sales 
lot. Mr. Cox noted that the application met the scope of the Comprehensive Plan 
and was approved by the Moultrie - Colquitt County Planning Commission. 

Rezoning Request #2 - Mr. Cox presented the second rezoning request to rezone 
property located at 233 Pineview Avenue from R-1/R-lMH to C-2 to allow for a 
licensed commercial business. Mr. Cox noted that this application met the scope of 
the Comprehensive Plan and was approved by the Moultrie - Colquitt County 
Planning Commission. 

Discussion ensued regarding the rezoning requests. 

ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES: At this time, Mr. Cannon reviewed several key, 
pertinent issues with the board. 

• Right of Way Spraying - County vs. Private Sector - Mr. Cannon informed the 
board that research had been performed regarding the benefits of contracting with the 
private sector to perform the county's chemical spray program. Mr. Cannon stated 
that the total program cost of $160,000.00 would include paved roads, dirt roads, and 
bridges to be sprayed three times a year. Mr. Cannon noted that the City of Moultrie 
currently utilized the program and recommended a trial run this summer. 

Stan Kirksey, Road Superintendent, stated that the program would result in 
increased uniformity and a significant reduction in mowing costs. 

• Business License Audits - Revenue Discovery Systems (RDS) - Mr. Cannon stated 
that the county engaged in ongoing communication with Revenue Discovery 
Systems (RDS), a company that utilizes software to discover entities that are 
operating without a business license. Mr. Cannon explained that, upon discovery by 
RDS of a business operating without the required business license, RDS would retain 
40% of any new or existing business license fees. However, Mr. Cannon noted that 
the county would receive all future business license revenue from that point forward. 

Discussion ensued regarding the program and its potential benefits. 

• Insurance Payment from Association of County Commissioners of Georgia -
Employee Theft - Mr. Cannon informed the board that the county would soon 
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receive payment in the amount of $45,000.00 resulting from an insurance claim filed 
regarding the embezzlement of county funds by a former county employee. Mr. 
Cannon noted that ACCG would request restitution on behalf of their organization 
and the county. 

• Municipal Solid Waste Options - Mr. Cannon declared that, with current landfill 
operations, the county possessed very little negotiating power regarding municipal 
solid waste transfer rates. 

As a potential solution, Mr. Cannon proposed the consideration of several options, 
including opening a new county landfill, collective bargaining with the city of 
Moultrie regarding transfer rates and cost sharing, and the implementation of a 
potential Waste to Energy program. Mr. Cannon also noted that talks were ongoing 
with the private sector regarding the possible transfer of municipal solid waste. 

• Waste to Energy Update - Mr. Cannon informed the board that ABM Building 
Solutions, LLC was developing a plan in which to coordinate on-site visits to observe 
successful Waste to Energy plants currently in operation. Mr. Cannon stated that the 
overall objective was to generate revenue from a significant county owned asset, 
while at the same time developing a solution to effectively dispose of municipal solid 
waste generated in the county. 

• Technology Upgrades - At this time, Mr. Cannon called upon Darren Roberson, 
Information Systems Manager, to present a list of technological upgrades to the 
county's existing courtrooms. 

Mr. Roberson reviewed the list of upgrades provided by the company SNL 
Integrated, inclusive of equipment needed as well as detailed pricing. Mr. Roberson 
stated that the overall objective was to keep technology systems updated, uniform, 
and simple for all courtrooms. 

• Big Ticket Item Update - Mr. Cannon presented a list of various projects currently 
being addressed outside the realm of normal, daily operations. These projects 
included, but were not limited to, the addition of key positions, a potential bed tax, 
updates to the Service Delivery Strategy and Comprehensive Plan, equitable cost 
sharing with municipalities, identifying a new records repository for the county, and 
the potential completion of the unfinished third floor of the Courthouse Annex. 

Discussion ensued regarding the various projects. 

KEY DATES: Mr. Cannon presented a list of key, upcoming dates to the board. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Commissioner Hardin made the motion at 6:31 p.m. to go into 
Executive Session to discuss the acquisition/ disposition of real estate. Commissioner 
DeMott made a second. The motion carried unanimously. (An affidavit, as required by 
Georgia Law, was executed by all Board members present stating under oath that the subject 
matter of the closed meeting was devoted to the matters within the exception provided by 
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law and identified the specific relevant exception as provided by law. The affidavit is hereby 
made a part of the minutes by reference thereto.) 

REGULAR SESSION: Commissioner Hardin made the motion at 7:05 p.m. to 
reconvene into Regular Session. Commissioner Nagy made a second. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

At this time, Commissioner Herndon mentioned her desire to see Plymel Road paved before 
the end of her tenure as a county commissioner. 

There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:07 
p .m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

;:{.~,(~ 
Chairman 

~uiar;!}wufJA) 
Me s aLawso 
County Clerk 

Approved: 
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AFIFKDA VIT 

This is to certify that the Colquitt County Board of Commissioners 
.~ an Execujive Sess~on Meeting (clo~eeting) on 

1 1 1 ( [)!)... S( AL , at fQ 'J~J o'clock a.rrv7p.mflhe majority 
of \the quorufn present voted in. the open ~g to go into 
Executive Session (closed meeting). The subject matter discussed. 
was applicable under the following code section(s): 

___ O.C.G.A. 50-14-2(1) - Consultation w ith an attorney regarding 
/ng or potential legal action. 

v / O.C.G.A. 50-14-3(4) - Discussion of future acquisition of real estate. 
(Notice was g iven as required and minutes taken.) 

___ O.C.G.A. 50-14-3(6) - Discussion of personnel matters. 

I further certify that the subject matter of the Executive Session (closed 
meeting) was devoted to matters within the exception provided by law and 
the above checked identifies the specific relevant exception. 
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This ~~day of f' J / 
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Luke Strong, Commissio ner 
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Winfred Giddens, Commissioner 

I Gt111na: ) /jyv~t ru 1'\ ___ 

Ma'J) DeMott, 
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Paul Nagyj Donna,JI-erndon, Commissioner 
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Johnny Hatdin, Cornwissioner 
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